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MONday, OctOber 12, 2009
a Newsletter fOr the graNd valley  
state uNiversity cOMMuNity
Published by News & information services
Grand Valley’s Freshman Academy, a 
support program sponsored by the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs and Advising 
Resources and Special Programs, has been 
renamed in memory of Oliver Wilson.
That announcement was made October 
2 during a memorial service for 
Wilson, dean of Multicultural Affairs, 
who died on August 31 at age 44.
President Thomas J. Haas made the 
announcement and said it was fitting, as an 
important element of the academy is peer 
mentoring. “The mentorship component of 
Freshman Academy was important to Oliver, 
who believed that peer mentors gained just 
as much, if not more, from their partnerships 
with their academy students,” Haas said.
Since it was established in 2003, nearly 300 
students have participated in the academy. 
The program offers comprehensive services 
to students who have a strong potential for 
academic success, and who are the first 
in their families to attend college or are 
from an underrepresented high school.
Haas introduced Christina Jackson, one of 
the first academy participants. She is now a 
graduate assistant in OMA. Jackson graduated 
from Grand Valley with a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology and is enrolled in the College 
and Student Affairs Leadership program.
Jackson said she admired Wilson for 
his leadership skills. “He would always 
lend encouraging advice and he never 
let us forget our potential,” she said.
Wilson was named dean of the Office 
of Multicultural Affairs in 2003. Prior 
to that, he worked for Grand Valley’s 
Admissions office and had served as its 
associate director of minority recruitment. 
He joined Grand Valley’s staff in 1997.
Freshman Academy named in honor of Wilson
Across Campus
KCON implements 
electronic health 
record system
The Kirkhof College of Nursing implemented a 
state-of-the-art electronic health record system 
at the GVSU Family Health Center, allowing 
providers, faculty members and nursing 
students to electronically chart patient data.
The system, which also ensures an efficient 
billing process, was installed last week at 
the Sheldon Street center and training was 
held for staff members and KCON faculty 
members. Cynthia McCurren, dean of 
KCON, said having an electronic system 
streamlines the charting practices and 
improves the quality of service that health 
center providers deliver to their patients.
“Adding information electronically, and 
having the capability to search database 
records helps prevent errors and promotes 
continuity of care,” McCurren said.
Laurel Jackson, practice manager at the center, 
said the system was implemented in time for 
the center to accept 500 pediatric patients who 
are under the Children’s Healthcare Access 
Program (CHAPS), a Priority Health program 
that serves families with low incomes. 
McCurren added that nursing students who 
are on clinical rotation at the health center will 
be trained to use the electronic system soon. 
The GVSU Family Health Center serves Grand 
Valley students, faculty and staff members 
and their dependents, and people who live 
in Grand Rapids’ Heartside District.
Longtime accounting 
professor dies
Funeral services were held October 9 for  
Richard Veazey, associate professor of  
accounting and taxation. Veazey died  
October 4 at age 68. He began working for 
Grand Valley in 1979, and celebrated 30 years 
of service to the university in early September. 
continues on page 2
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker 
Christina Jackson, now a graduate assistant in the 
Office of Multicultural Affairs, was one of the first 
Freshman Academy participants. 
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Rebecca Sypniewski, nurse practitioner, learns an 
electronic health record system. In the background is 
Jean Martin, associate professor of nursing.
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John Rosick, 
assistant director, 
Intramurals
Flag football, bowling, rowing, tennis and  
volleyball are just some of the intramural 
sports offered to students through Campus  
Recreation. The wide range of choices brings  
out more than 6,000 student participants  
each year. 
John Rosick, assistant director of Intramurals,  
organizes and oversees the entire program.  
His responsibilities include scheduling teams, 
marketing the program and hiring staff  
members.
“Intramurals can be easily stereotyped,” said 
Rosick. “It really involves strong structure, a 
good member base and hard work on behalf 
of the student referees and participants.”
Originally from Wilkes-Barre, Pennsylvania,  
Rosick said it took some getting used to  
living in Michigan.
“It took me about a year and a half to become 
accustomed to Michigan. It’s so different 
over here compared 
to Pennsylvania, but 
I enjoy the big-city 
feel of Grand Rapids 
and the community 
feeling associated 
with it,” he said.
In 2003, Rosick 
earned a degree 
in recreation and 
park management 
from Penn State. 
He earned a 
master’s degree in public administration 
from Grand Valley and worked as a graduate 
assistant for the intramural program.
In addition to his current position, he is 
a basketball and baseball official for the 
Michigan High School Athletic Association. 
He also enjoys traveling, visiting his family, 
and watching Laker intramural sports. 
“It’s very gratifying to watch a student grow 
and develop over the course of four years, 
and to see them realize that there’s more 
to the game besides winning,” he said. 
GVFaces
Last fall, Veazey established a scholarship that will help accounting 
students who are pursuing master’s degrees get into the field faster. 
H. James Williams, dean of the Seidman College of Business, said 
Veazey’s gift is testament to his devotion to students and their well-
being. “He wanted them to succeed, and he knew that if he could 
help one student a year through this scholarship, it would make a 
difference. We are extremely grateful for that gift,” Williams said.
Veazey earned a bachelor’s degree from Ferris State College, 
master’s of business administration from Central Michigan 
University, and a doctoral degree from St. Louis University.
Open enrollment will begin soon
Open enrollment for benefit-eligible faculty and staff members 
will begin on October 27 and run through November 11.
David Smith, director of Benefit Services, said the two-week period  
gives faculty and staff members time to make changes to their current  
medical plans, and study all benefit options. Detailed information will be 
delivered soon. Questions can be directed to x12220 or via e-mail at 
healthandwellness@gvsu.edu .
Bus ridership up for 10th straight year
Bus ridership has increased every fall since a partnership between  
Grand Valley and the Rapid began in 2000. 
During the first month of classes for the 2009 fall semester, an average 
of 21,478 students rode the bus. This compares to the 2000 fall 
semester, when an average of 770 students rode the bus each day.
“We are proud that the bus system has become part of the Grand Valley  
culture,” said Erin Babson, operations manager for Pew Campus  
and Regional Centers.  She added that bus ridership is up 13.2 percent  
from fall 2008 to fall 2009.
Seidman College of 
Business earns ranking
The Seidman College of Business is listed in the Best 301 Business 
Schools: 2010 Edition, by Princeton Review. 
The Princeton Review compiled information for the book from surveys of 
19,000 students attending 301 business schools from across the country. 
The book includes the top 10 schools in 11 categories including:  
best classroom experience, most competitive students, toughest to  
get into, and best campus facilities. More information can be found 
at www.princetonreview.com/business-school-rankings.aspx .
continued from page 1
John Rosick
Meeting new faculty, staff members
Photo by Dianne Carroll-Burdick 
Women’s Center Associate Director Jo Ann Wassenaar, left, 
talks with participants at a reception for new faculty and staff 
members, held September 22. The reception was sponsored by 
the Women’s Center and Women and Gender Studies. 
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LGBT Resource Center  
event focuses on 
gay rights
Billy Curtis, director of the Gender Equity  
Resource Center at University of California-
Berkeley, will speak at the next LGBT  
Resource Center Conference, which is set  
for Monday, October 12.
Curtis will address “Is Gay the New Black?” 
at 3 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 2204. 
The discussion follows a 2008 Advocate 
article that called gay rights “the last great 
civil rights struggle.” Curtis also serves as 
associate dean of students at UC-Berkeley. 
For more information, contact the LGBT  
Resource Center at x12530, or visit  
www.gvsu.edu/lgbtrc .
Flu vaccines, prevention 
topics at noon event
The Children’s Enrichment Center will host  
a brownbag discussion with health experts  
on flu prevention and whether or not to  
vaccinate young children against the  
seasonal and H1N1 viruses.
Health experts from the Ottawa County Health  
Department, along with Kirkhof College 
of Nursing faculty members will lead the 
discussion and be available to answer questions. 
The session is planned for Tuesday, October 13, 
at noon in the Kirkhof Center, room 2259. It’s  
free and open to faculty and staff members  
and the community.
Sharalle Arnold, director of the Children’s  
Enrichment Center, said she hopes the  
discussion will give families questions and  
information they can take to their health  
care providers.
Work Life workshop 
addresses sandwich 
generation
A Work Life Connections noon workshop 
will target faculty and staff members who are 
caring for both children and elderly parents.
“The Sandwich Generation — Caught in the 
Middle” is scheduled for Tuesday, October 13, 
in the Kirkhof Center, room 1142; and Thursday, 
October 15, in the DeVos Center, room 303C. 
Both sessions will start at noon; participants 
are encouraged to bring their lunches.
Dr. Iris Boettcher, from MMPC, will lead  
Tuesday’s discussion; Julie Baar, a nurse  
practitioner at MMPC, will lead Thursday’s  
session. The workshops are co-sponsored 
by the Women’s Center as part of 
the Women Connecting Series. 
RSVP for a session by visiting 
www.gvsu.edu/seminar .
Study Abroad Fair set
The Padnos International Center will host a 
Study Abroard Fair on Wednesday, October 14.
The fair is an ideal place for students interested 
in learning more about the university’s 
numerous study abroad opportunities. PIC 
staff, faculty directors and study abroad 
alumni will be available to answer questions.
The fair will run from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, Grand River Room. For more 
information, call Meaghann Myers-Smith at 
x13898 or visit www.gvsu.edu/studyabroad .
Women and Politics 
series continues 
The Women and Politics discussion series 
continues with events focused on health 
care reform and environmental legislation. 
The series is sponsored by the Women’s 
Center, Political Science, School of Public 
and Nonprofit Administration and the 
Sustainable Development Initiative. 
Steve Borders, assistant professor of public 
and nonprofit administration, will speak on 
Wednesday, October 14. His talk, “Health 
Care Reform: Implications for Women,” will 
be at 1 p.m. in Kirkhof Center, room 2259.
On October 19, two Michigan legislators, 
Sen. Patty Birkholz (R-Saugatuck Township) 
and Rep. Rebekah Warren (D-Ann 
Arbor), will discuss how they reached 
across party lines to get the Great Lakes 
Water Compact passed. “Women Leaders 
Achieve Bipartisan Success” is set for 3 
p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, room 2204. A 
reception will follow, giving participants 
an opportunity to meet the legislators.
Call the Women’s Center at x12748 for 
more information on either event.
Jewish/Christian/Muslim 
Dialogue scheduled
A conference devoted to “Religion and the 
Challenges of Modernity,” will be held at 
Grand Valley on Thursday, October 15.
The Jewish/Christian/Muslim Dialogue will 
held from 8:30 a.m.-9 p.m. at the Eberhard 
Center. Presentations will be given by three 
distinguished scholars: James Carroll, 
Vincent Cornell, and Donniel Hartman, 
with Martin E. Marty as moderator. 
This triennial event is sponsored by the Sylvia 
and Richard Kaufman Interfaith Institute and 
Grand Valley, in cooperation with the West 
Shore Committee for Interfaith Dialogue. 
Registration and a $10 fee are required for 
the daylong program. The evening session is 
open to the public free of charge. Optional 
lunch and dinner will be available. 
For a complete schedule and more details, 
call x15702, or visit www.interfaith-mi.org . 
Grad school fair planned
The Counseling and Career Development 
Center and the Office of Graduate 
Studies will co-host a Graduate School 
Fair on Thursday, October 15.
More than 30 graduate schools from Michigan, 
Indiana, and Ohio will be represented; the 
event will run from 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. For more 
information, contact John Zaugra at x13266.
Homecoming offers 
slate of activities
A concert by Motion City Soundtrack and 
Laker football versus Findlay are highlights of 
a packed homecoming weekend, October 16-18. 
For more information, visit www.gvsu.edu/
homecoming . Activities focus on the theme 
“Laker Roundup,” and include the following:
Friday:
• Concert: Motion City Soundtrack, 7 p.m.  
Saturday:
• Laker Homecoming 5K Run/Walk, 9 a.m. 
• Pancake Breakfast, 10-11:30 a.m., FH
• Alumni Open House/Expo &  
 “Mindgating,” 2-6 p.m.
• Alumni Tailgater, 3-6 p.m. 
• Laker Football vs. Findlay, 7 p.m. 
 
Fall Arts event brings 
modern dance to 
Stravinsky classic
A new modern dance adaptation of Stravinsky’s 
neoclassical “Pulcinella” will be presented as 
the final Fall Arts Celebration 2009 event. 
The performance, on Monday, October 
19, begins at 8 p.m. in the Louis 
Armstrong Theatre, Performing Arts 
Center. The performance is open to 
the public with free admission. 
Shawn T Bible, assistant professor of dance, 
reinvents the classical characteristics in 
the traditional ballet. He believes that 
Stravinsky would probably be amused, 
since his own version of the ballet was 
a masterful reworking of the music of 
Pergolesi, an early classical composer of comic 
operas in Naples during the mid 1700s.  
“The music was written by Stravinsky with 
the narrative in mind,” said Bible. “The ballet 
will maintain its structure, characters and 
plot, while presenting the audience with 
a refreshing perspective on a classic and 
stronger gestural movement vocabulary 
that lends itself to modern dance.” 
The ballet unfolds in one single act and 
features Pulcinella, his girlfriend Pimpinella, 
and a cast of interesting characters involved 
in the pursuits of love. It also recognized 
World War I in a heavy way, though the 
story is funny with many high-jinks, and 
is intended as an escapist experience.
“Pulcinella” was most often performed 
as orchestral suites and not danced. This 
performance will be a collaboration between 
faculty and students, conducted by Henry 
Duitman, choreographed by Bible, and danced 
by a cast of Grand Valley dance faculty, the 
student Dance Ensemble, and guest dancers.
What’s Ahead
Photo by Amanda Pitts 
Dance faculty and students will present ‘Pulcinella’ 
on October 19 in the PAC. It is the last Fall Arts 
Celebration event for this year.
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General Events
Art Gallery Hours: Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Thurs. 10 a.m.-7 p.m.
Through Oct. 30
Gallery Hours: Fall Arts Celebration Exhibit: 
Mystic India Folk Art and Miniature 
Paintings. Art Gallery, PAC.
Mon., Oct 12
3 p.m.: LGBT Resource Center Lecture: “Is 
Gay the New Black?” by Billy Curtis. 2215 
KC. Call x12530 for more information.
7 p.m.: Hauenstein Center hosts “Nothing 
to Fear? Debating the 1929 Economic 
Collapse.” Fountain Street Church, Grand 
Rapids. Call x12770 for more information.
Tues., Oct 13
7:30 a.m.: Peter F. Secchia Lecture Series. 
“What the 1929 Economic Collapse Can 
Teach Us Today.” Loosemore Auditorium, 
DEV. Call x17100 for more information.
9 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence Series. 
“Managing Multiple Generations in the 
Workplace.” University Club Room, DEV. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar for more 
information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Workshop. 
“The Sandwich Generation – Caught In 
The Middle.” 1142 KC. Call x12215 for 
more information.
2:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival Film and 
Lecture. “Shakespeare Behind Bards.” 
LAT, PAC. Call x13668 for information.
3 p.m.: Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning 
Center Workshop. “Teaching Students 
How to Learn Part I,” by Tamara Rosier. 
2259 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for 
more information.
6 p.m.: Music Master Class. Almita Vamos, 
violin. Sherman Van Solkema Recital Hall, 
PAC. Call x13484 for more information.
Wed., Oct 14
10 a.m.: Study Abroad Fair. Grand River 
Room, Kirkhof Center. Call x13898 for 
more information.
11:30 a.m.: Schools of Hope Training Session. 
University Club Room, DEV. Call x12215 
for more information.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 1142 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information.
Noon: Arts at Noon Series. GVSU Chamber 
Players and Friends. CDC. Call x13484 for 
more information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Support 
Group. What Daddies Do Best. 2242 KC. 
Call x12215 for more information.
1 p.m.: Women’s Center Women and Politics 
Series. “Health Care Reform: Implications 
for Women,” by Steve Borders. 2259 KC. 
Call x12748 for more information.
1 p.m.: Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning 
Center Workshop. “Teaching Students 
How to Learn Part I,” by Tamara Rosier. 
107C DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/ftlc for 
more information.
4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event. “The 
Power of We: Leadership for Our Diverse 
Communities,” by Juana Bordas. CDC. 
Call x12177 for more information.
Thurs., Oct 15
7:30 a.m.: Grand Rapids Toastmasters. 
University Club Room, DEV. Visit www.
gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more informa-
tion.
8:30 a.m.: Jewish/Christian/Muslim 
Dialogue. EC. Call x15792 for more infor-
mation.
10 a.m.: Graduate School Fair. HRY. Call 
x13266 for more information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Workshop. 
“The Sandwich Generation – Caught In 
The Middle.” 303C DEV. Visit www.gvsu.
edu/healthwellness for more information.
Noon: Work Life Connections Alzheimer’s 
Support Group. 2242 KC. Call x12155 for 
more information. 
Noon: Women’s Commission Meeting. 2264 
KC. Call x12748 for more information.
7:30 p.m.: Writers Series presents Steven 
Berlin Johnson. Loosemore Auditorium, 
DEV. Call x13411 for more information.
Fri., Oct 16
8:30 a.m.: Conference: “From Cold War to 
War on Terror.” 2266 KC. Call x18158 for 
more information.
11:30 a.m.: Board of Trustees Meeting. 2204 
KC. Call x12180 for more information.
8 p.m.: Music Department Recital. Lucy 
Finkel, soprano. CDC. Call x13484 for 
more information.
Sat., Oct 17
2 p.m.: Homecoming Event. “Mindgating 
2009.” AH. Call x12495 for more informa-
tion. Visit www.gvsu.edu/homecoming for 
more events.
Sports
Sat., Oct 17
7 p.m.: Football hosts University of Findlay.
In the News
Paul Stansbie, chair of the Department of 
Hospitality and Tourism Management, was  
interviewed by the Grand Rapids Business 
Journal for a story about the Pure Michigan 
advertising campaign. 
Star Swift, associate professor of management, 
was interviewed by the Grand Rapids Business 
Journal for a story about “right to work” laws.
Sketches
Mary Schutten, associate dean of CLAS and 
professor of movement science, co-wrote an  
article, “Readability Levels of Health-Based  
Web sites: From Content to Comprehension,” 
published in International Electronic Journal 
of Health Education. She was also named 
Michigan Outstanding Health Educator for 
universities by the Michigan Association  
of Health, Physical Education, Recreation,  
and Dance. 
Salvatore Alaimo, assistant professor of 
public and nonprofit administration, gave 
a presentation, “Organizational Evaluation: 
A Balanced Approach,” at the University of 
Notre Dame’s Mendoza College of Business 
Nonprofit Executive Leadership program.
Shaily Menon, associate professor of biology, 
co-wrote an article, “Projected Climate Change  
Effects on Nuthatch Distribution and Diversity  
Across Asia,” published in the Raffles Bulletin 
of Zoology.
The Kirkhof College of Nursing received 
the Spirit of Collaboration Award from the 
Michigan Cancer Consortium for faculty and 
student work connected to the Body and Soul 
Wellness Challenge. KCON partnered with 
the American Cancer Society and Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Michigan for this project.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
